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Material objects matter because they are 
complex, symbolic bundles of social, 

cultural, and individual meanings, fused 
into something we can touch, see and own.

 
Anne Smart Martin

(The Dress Detective, 2018. Mida, Ingrid E & Alexandra Kim)



The Dress Detective
A  P ra c t i c a l  G u i d e  t o  

O b j e c t - B a s e d  Re s e a rc h  i n  Fa s h i o n

L C F  L i b ra r y  L i n k

Craft of Use
Po s t  G ro w t h  Fa s h i o n

L C F  L i b ra r y  L i n k

https://libsearch.arts.ac.uk/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=355907&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20the%20dress%20detective
https://libsearch.arts.ac.uk/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=507948&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20craft%20of%20use


Observe
• Capturing the information of the garment. 

Reflect
• Time of thoughtful contemplation.
• Emotional and sensory engagement with the garment; you pause and may reconsider 

your examination. 

Interpret
• The creative phase - linking observations and reflections to create a personal 

interpretation.

Steps for Garment Analysis…



Observe
• Capturing the information of the garment. 

Re f l e c t
• Time of thoughtful contemplation.
• Emotional and sensory engagement with the garment; you pause and may reconsider 

your examination. 

I n te r p r e ta t i o n
• The creative phase - linking observations and reflections to create a personal 

interpretation.

Steps for Garment Analysis…
TASK 1: 2 mins

Describe your garment 
in five words.
 
Put these in the chat 
when you are ready.



O b s e r v e
• Capturing the information of the garment. 

Reflect
• Time of thoughtful contemplation.
• Emotional and sensory engagement with the garment; you 

pause and may reconsider your examination. 

I n te r p r e t
• The creative phase - linking observations and reflections to create a personal 

interpretation.

Steps for Garment Analysis…
TASK 2: 5 mins

Group discussion.

Tutor will lead by 
asking you to expand 
on your descriptions.



O b s e r v e
• Capturing the information of the garment. 

Re f l e c t
• Time of thoughtful contemplation.
• Emotional and sensory engagement with the garment; you pause and may reconsider 

your examination. 

Interpret
• The creative phase - linking observations and reflections to 

create a personal interpretation.

Steps for Garment Analysis…
There is no 

physical outcome or 
interpretation today.

Instead, consider how 
YOU interact with your 

clothes.  . 



How do YOU interact 
with your clothes?

W h a t  i s  o n e  t h i n g  y o u  w i l l  t a ke  a w ay  f ro m  t h i s  s e s s i o n ?  
I s  t h e re  s o m e t h i n g  n e w  y o u  h ave  l e a r n e d ?  

Wa s  t h e re  s o m e t h i n g  i n t e re s t i n g  o r  s u r p r i s i n g ?

TASK 3: 5 mins

Take a moment and 
then answer this 
question if you feel 
happy to do so.



F r o nt : B a c k : L a b e l s :

D e ta i l s :



O r i g i n a l  G a r m e nt

N e w  I nte r p r e ta t i o n



“Give attention to tending and wearing 
garments; […] favour their use as much as their 

creation.”

Kate Fletcher, Craft of Use
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